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Dan Margolies / KCUR 89.3

Kansas City artist Phil Shafer's colorful murals on the Krst Loor of the University of Kansas Medical Center's new Health Education
Building aren't just visible to students — pedestrians and drivers at 39th and Rainbow can see them, too.";

Amid its ultramodern lecture halls, the University of Kansas Medical Center's new health
education building is also a showcase for several Kansas City artists.

University leaders say the $82 million facility at the corner of 39th Street and Rainbow
Boulevard, designed by Helix Architecture + Design, was shaped with student
engagement in mind. But the years-long project also included formation of the
University of Kansas Medical Center Art Commission. Saralyn Reece Hardy, director of
KU's Spencer Museum of Art, and Leesa Fanning, contemporary art curator at The
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, were among the architects and university administrators
charged with locating artists for the project.

Six area artists ultimately contributed projects: Miki Baird, Marcie Miller Gross, Michiko
Itatani, Jeremy Rockwell, Phil Shafer, and Jesse Small. KCUR asked three of them about
their projects.

Miki BairdAll Things Considered
KCUR

http://kcur.org/post/ku-med-opens-82-million-state-art-health-education-building#stream/0
http://www.mikibaird.com/
http://www.marciemillergross.com/bio.html
http://www.michikoitatani.com/
http://www.weinbergerfineart.com/jeremy-rockwell/
http://sikestyle.com/bio-the-brand/
http://www.jessesmall.com/Artist.asp?ArtistID=38528&Akey=C782FMSB
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papers and by the content."

Phil Shafer

Courtesy Phil Shafer

Shafer painted the walls around an ice cream shop on the building's ]rst `oor. It's a vibrant
array of colors streaming through deep clouds of smoke surrounding a trajinera-style boat,
referencing both the Mexican roots of Paleterias Tropicana as well as the fruity offerings
available at the homestyle ice creamery.

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trajinera
http://tropicana.derfour.com/
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Courtesy Phil Shafer

Shafer has been working with the medical center's Kansas Intellectual and Developmental
Disability Research Center designing and creating graphics since 2001. Through this
project, his side work as a muralist collided with his day job in graphic design.

What do you ]nd most enjoyable or di_cult about being approached for collaboration
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projects or commissioned work?

"I enjoy the opportunity and challenge of each new job. There is always something new to
learn or a technique to try out.

For most of my client murals, like the one in the new Health Education Building, I try to
blend their brand identity with my graphic sense and ]nd a blend that works best for the
project. In this case my client was the Paleterias Tropicana, a Mexican-American owned
ice cream and snack shop, for their newest location on the KUMC campus. I drew
inspiration from the Mexican fruit markets as well as the lake boats from the Xochimilco
area of Mexico."

Jesse Small

Courtesy University Of Kansas Medical Center
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Jesse Small has a history in interviewing for and creating public sculptures around Kansas
City.

"I really wanted to do the project," he said, "because it was going to be suspended from the
ceiling. That's my jam."

His "In]nite Evolution" features 44 unique laser-cut steel panels, each perforated with
designs inspired by drawings from "Micrographia," from 1665, the ]rst book to illustrate the
view of insects and plants as seen through a microscope.

Was there speci]c imagery you are trying to convey in the title "in]nite evolution"?
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Courtesy University Of Kansas Medical Center




