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In the summer of 1992, thirty artists travelled long distances to participate in the first session of what was then called an  
“artists workshop”, in the luscious countryside of a small village called Omi (pronounced Oh-my), near Ghent, in Columbia 
County, 2 hours north of New York City.     

Art Omi, now one of the best known and most respected artists’ residency programs in the world, was not as structured and 
multilayered as it is today: the stunning housing complex  did not  exist, nor the sculpture park or the visitors center.  
Everything started in and around a beautiful red barn. Now called the Studios Barn, this simple yet fascinating structure  
continues to be an incubator for many ideas, and emotions, inspiring experimentation and collaboration among the talented 
artists who embrace the exciting adventure and the incredible opportunity that our program is for its participants. 

Art Omi has been a life changing experience for over 700 hundreds artists from 104 countries for past 25 years.  
The barn is much more than a building: it represents an utopist idea of the world: the United States of Omi.




